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Abstract

This study investigates how the media's language either reinforces or
challenges radical ideologies from a sociolinguistic perspective. The main
objective is to analyze how language choices in media discourse promote
ideological narratives, sway public opinion, or stop radicalization. Using
critical discourse analysis (CDA) and sociolinguistic theory, the study looks
at a sample of media texts from broadcast television, the internet, and news
sources. Lexical choices, framing techniques, rhetorical devices, and
intertextual references perpetuate underlying power dynamics and
ideological stances are analyzed in these writings. Through the use of
euphemisms, biased framing, and the repeating of dehumanizing clichés, the
research finds that media language can quietly legitimize extremist beliefs.
On the other hand, by promoting inclusive language, dispelling false
narratives, and providing a platform for many viewpoints, the media may
also play a critical role in combating extremism. The findings support the
importance of language awareness in media creation and the possibility of
ethical journalism as a deterrent to radicalization. In the end, the study
highlights the dual function of media language as a means of social
resistance and ideological transmission, and it calls for critical analysis of
media discourse as a prerequisite for creating a public sphere that is more
robust and informed.

Keywords: Sociolinguistics, Social Media Discourse, Radicalization,
Extremist Ideologies, Critical Discourse Analysis

Introduction

In a time of instantaneous information sharing and pervasive media,
language's role in influencing public opinion has become increasingly
significant. All forms of media, including social media and traditional
broadcast news, serve as powerful tools for ideological construction in
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addition to disseminating information. In this regard, the language used by
media outlets has enormous power to influence how people see social
divisions, cultural disputes, and political changes.

According to Rahman (2018), the growth of extremist beliefs and the
ways in which the media may either strengthen or moderate such debate are
the most urgent issues at hand. This research examines how discursive
strategies may either deconstruct or promote extreme ideologies by
analyzing this junction from a sociolinguistic perspective.

Political, religious, and cultural extremist ideologies rely on
language manipulation to legitimize exclusionary views, create in-groups
and out-groups, and justify murder. Because they unconsciously repeat
biased narratives, use emotive rhetoric, and frame news in a way that appeals
to extreme objectives, the media play a crucial role in the unintentional
spread of these beliefs. Conversely, media can also undermine these
ideologies through fostering critical discourse, non-exclusionary language,
and fair reporting (Morgun, 2023). Analyzing the way language plays out in
these contexts is crucial to the redressal of the social and political
implications of extremism in modern society.

In order to answer these questions, the study uses a sociolinguistic
framework integrated with Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) to investigate
how media texts create meaning and shape audience perception (Reisigl,
2013). The study analyzes chosen media content from mainstream news
media, social media, and alternative media. The linguistic features under
examination are lexical selection, syntactic organization, metaphors,
framing devices, and intertextual allusions. These characteristics are
evaluated to identify how they reinforce or contradict ideological narratives
linked with extremism.

The focus of this research is English-language media, mostly from
Western environments, based on accessibility and pertinence to the
emerging concerns regarding far-right, nationalist, and religiously inspired
extremism in these contexts (Wodak, 2019). Although the conclusions
might be applicable more broadly, cultural and linguistic subtleties unique
to non-Western media contexts fall outside the scope of this paper.
Moreover, the analysis does not examine audience reception studies or
psycholinguistic impact but rather on the production end of media discourse.
Research Questions:

1. How does media language contribute to the normalization or rejection
of extremist ideologies?

2. What linguistic strategies are most commonly employed in media to
frame extremist discourse?

3. In what ways can media language be used as a tool to resist or
counteract radicalization?
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Literature Review

The research on language and extremism is located at the nexus of
sociolinguistics, discourse analysis, and media studies. Chris (2012)
elucidated, extremist ideologies are increasingly based online for diffusion
and recruitment, the function of language in such processes has emerged as
an urgent research concern. This literature review synthesizes major
theoretical paradigms and empirical research to place the current research
in context, with a particular emphasis on how media language serves as a
means of expressing and counter-expressing extremist narratives.
Theoretical Frameworks

Wodak, R. (2022) denoted Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and
Sociolinguistics are informed mainly by the ideas of Teun A. van Dijk,
Norman Fairclough, among others, who saw language as an instrument of
power and ideology reproduction. According to van Dijk (2005), ideologies
are best conveyed and reaffirmed by discourse. Van Dijk identifies textual
structure—e.g., thematic  progression, lexical preference, and
argumentation—to encode and naturalize group-oriented worldview.
Additionally, Fairclough emphasizes the dialectical tension between
language and social practices, arguing that discourse serves as a platform for
the expression of power struggles.

However, sociolinguistics adds another level of analysis by taking
into account the ways in which meaning-making is influenced by identity,
community, and linguistic variety (Sun, 2002). Sociolinguistic CDA allows
for a more detailed examination of how online communities create
antagonism and unity via shared linguistic norms and beliefs in the context
of social media and extremism. Researchers are able to dissect not just the
substance of extremist rhetoric but also the societal factors that perpetuate it
thanks to this two-pronged approach.

Social Media and the Discourse of Resistance

An excellent illustration of the use of sociolinguistic CDA to the
study of online resistance is Chiluwa's (2012) investigation of the Biafra
Online Campaign Groups (BOCG). In order to express a collective identity,
combat perceived marginalization, and promote the idea of self-
determination, his research investigates how members of Nigeria's Igho
ethnic group use social media platforms like blogs and forums. Chiluwa
highlighted how discourse in new media may serve as a symbolic form of
opposition to prevailing state ideology through a careful analysis of language
use, identity construction, and interaction patterns.

Language and Online Radicalization

The impact of internet communication on the radicalization process
is one of the most significant topics in contemporary studies of extremism.
The impact of internet communication on the radicalization process is one
of the most significant topics in contemporary studies of extremism.

Pakistan Research Journal of Social Sciences (Vol.4, Issue 2, April 2025)



Exploring the Linguistic Patterns Used in Media Narratives That Reference... 83

Williams and Tzani (2024) carried out a systematic literature review
analyzing the linguistic aspects of online extremist discourse. They describe
five common linguistic behaviors in extremist cyberspaces: algorithmic,
conflict, hate, positive, and recruitment. These categories capture the ways
in which extremists apply emotionally laden and manipulative language to
construct user perception, praise their own group, and demonize other
groups. Strategic framing is at the core of both recruiting followers and
causing violence.
Corpus-Driven Approaches and Sociolects of Radicalization
Appending a quantitative component, Muller, Harrendorf, and
Mischler (2022) use a corpusdriven lexicometric approach to examine right-
wing and Salafi jihadist groups' linguistic behavior on several social media
platforms. They identify specific sociolects and lexical structures
corresponding to varying levels of radicalization. In building corpora on
online debate, including Telegram, VKontakte, and WhatsApp, they
uncover how repeated patterns of language can indicate growing ideological
hardening. Their contribution is especially significant for its methodological
soundness and its effort to measure radicalization in terms of lexical
indicators. It validates the hypothesis that as group members radicalize, their
language turns more insular, coded, and hostile. Although this presents
promising information for surveillance and intervention, the authors also
warn against overgeneralization, observing the diversity and mutability of
internet discourse.

Ideology and Media Representation

The understanding of how extreme beliefs are quietly ingrained in
common language is still made possible by Van Dijk’'s (2005) chapter on
ideology in speech. Ideologies, he notes, are "implicitly encoded in
structures like headlines, pronouns, and argument schemas in addition to
being explicitly given in content.” This demonstrates the ability of the media
to replicate or undermine ideological narratives and is in line with
Fairclough's theory of "hidden ideologies" in speech.

Skiba (2024), who offered a thorough examination of the intellectual,
psychological, and media facets of extremism, complements this. His paper
highlights how media framing shapes the public's impression of extremism
and notes that careless journalism can reinforce stereotypes, incite fear, or
even support extreme viewpoints. He urges more responsible reporting that
emphasizes subtlety and inclusivity, as well as the development of counter-
narratives.

Debates on Media's Role in Extremism

According to the literature, there is a debate over whether the media
can better serve as a barrier against extremism or is more complicit in its
promotion. On the one hand, researchers contend that the sensationalist
portrayal and reiteration of extremist language in the media might
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unwittingly legitimize violent ideologies. Conversely, proponents of
counter-speech and media literacy emphasize the potential for active
participation and opposition through virtual spaces.

There is also a methodological controversy about researching extremist
discourse. While qualitative CDA offers depth and contextual insight,
corpus-based methods provide breadth and generalizability. As shown by
Miiller et al. (2022), a mixed-methods approach might provide the most in-
depth insights.

In spite of these efforts, there are still some gaps in the literature.
For one, most of the studies concentrate on either radical or resistance
discourse, but few examine the dynamic interaction between them in
common media spaces. For instance, how do mainstream sites host
proextremist and anti-extremist content at the same time, and what linguistic
mechanisms differentiate them?

Second, prior studies tend to spotlight extremist speech in isolation
from the larger ecology of online interaction—moderating voices,
institutional intervention, and algorithmic forces. Williams and Tzani
(2024) mentioned algorithmic dynamics for a few sentences, but a deeper
investigation is required to examine how platform design impacts discourse
exposure and participation.

Third, regional and cultural diversity is not well represented.
Although, Chiluwa's (2012) work is a welcome contribution to
understanding African resistance discourse, the majority of studies focus on
Western or Middle Eastern contexts. Comparative studies between
geopolitical environments could add to our understanding of how cultural
context shapes language and ideology.

This research utilizes a qualitative research approach underpinned
by Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), informed by the sociolinguistics, to
examine how media language is involved in the spread or containment of
extremist ideologies. CDA is ideal for this study because it facilitates the
examination of language use in context to examine how power, ideology,
and identity are produced and reproduced by discourse. The methodology is
informed by the foundational texts of Teun A. van Dijk, Norman Fairclough,
and Ruth Wodak, who all highlight the dialectical relationship between
society and discourse.

Methodology

In order to better understand how extremist and counter-extremist
beliefs are constructed linguistically and conveyed through media texts, the
overall study design is interpretative and exploratory. A CDA viewpoint
offers insight at both the macro and micro levels: micro level for analysis
linguistic traits such as lexicon, modality, and intertextuality; at the macro
level, to see how they relate to more extensive ideological and social
frameworks. This dual viewpoint makes it possible to comprehend language
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as both reflecting and creating social reality in a comprehensive way. The
research also borrows from sociolinguistic theory including virtual
community, language variation, and identity construction, especially as it
relates to online activity. These theories assist in contextualizing how users
affiliate with or against certain ideological stances in digital media
environments.

Data Collection Methods
Information was gathered from publicly accessible online sites
featuring extremist and counterextremist narratives in prominent display.

They include:

1. Separatist movement blogs and discussion forums, e.g., the Biafra
Online Campaign Groups (BOCG).

2. Facebook, Telegram, and X (formerly Twitter) social media groups
with content featuring rightwing and Salafi jihadist ideologies.

3. Comment sections and articles in mainstream media outlets on the
topics of extremism and counter extremism.

4. Online videos and transcripts on YouTube and other sites featuring
spoken words of political commentators, activists, or members of
extremist groups.

Sampling

Purposive Sampling technique is used in this study. Selection criteria were:

1. Relevance: Discussion should involve political, religious, or ethnic

extremism and resistance.

2. Accessibility: The use was only of content openly available on public

platforms so that privacy as well as the rules of each platform were not

broken.

3. Engagement: Efforts were directed to posts and dialogue with wide

degrees of participation (e.g., comments, sharing, retweets), denoting

influence or reach.

4. Voice diversity: Both institutionally generated and user-generated texts

were incorporated to examine how language works across various sources

of influence and authority.

The final dataset comprises about 60 online texts: 20 from extremist sources,

20 from counterextremist or resistance discourses, and 20 from mainstream

media portrayals.

Analytical Tools and Procedure

The analysis is conducted in a three-level CDA model drawing from

Fairclough:

1. Textual Analysis: This includes the analysis of vocabulary, grammar, and

rhetorical devices employed in the construction of in-group and out-group

affiliations. Close attention is devoted to metaphors, modality,
presupposition, and lexical choice.
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2. Discursive Practice: This level examines how texts get produced,
circulated, and consumed. It delves into intertextuality (allusions to other
texts) and the agency of various actors (e.g., activists, journalists,
algorithmic boosters).

3. Social Practice: This last level connects discursive elements to wider
sociopolitical and ideological frameworks, including nationalism, religious
fundamentalism, or state resistance.

To increase transparency and rigor, NVivo computer software was
employed to code and sort textual content according to thematic and
linguistic indicators. To identify recurring discursive patterns across the
corpus, emphasis was placed on keywords, ideological metaphors, and
evaluative language.

Data Analysis

The study makes use of the three-dimensional CDA model developed by
Three Dimensional Model and improved using

computational techniques:

4.1. Linguistic Patterns and Discourse Features

One of the key observations throughout all extremist discourses
under analysis, whether Biafran separatist writings, jihadist manifestos, or
far-right forums are the strategic constructions of ingroup and outgroup
identities. Van Dijk’s (2005) ideological square—highlighting "us vs. them"
dichotomies—was ubiquitous throughout data sources.

Biafran Online Campaign Groups (BOCG)

In BOCG forums, linguistic markers evidence long-standing ethnic
marginalization. The Nigerian state is always defined as "oppressive,"
"colonial,” and "genocidal,” whereas Biafrans are described as "resilient,"
"peaceful,” and "freedom-loving." The forums often employ collective
pronouns ("we,” "our struggle™) and affective lexis ("suffering,"
"atrocities™) in order to produce group solidarity and a sense of shared
grievance.

Example:

“We have been systematically excluded from the political and
economic life of Nigeria since the end of the war. This injustice must end!”

The language here reflects what Fairclough terms evaluative
modality, assigning a clear moral weight to actions and actors, casting the
Nigerian government as inherently unjust.

Right-Wing Extremist Groups

Right-wing discussion boards on sites such as VKontakte and
Telegram employed nationalist tropes—"our culture,” "invaders,” "Western
decline"—to construct exclusionary narratives. A specific sociolect
developed, replete with coded language (“white genocide,” "globalist
elites”) that indexed ideological affinity without triggering content
moderation.
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Example:

"Europe is dying because our traitorous leaders opened the gates. It's
time we took back what's ours.” Such terms illustrate the employment of
metonymy and metaphor as rhetorical tools. "Gates" are metaphorically
used to symbolize national borders, and "traitorous leaders" create a betrayal
frame that places dissidents in the role of patriots.

Salafi Jihadist Groups

Jihadist material was more explicitly religious and dogmatic,
drawing extensively on Quranic intertextuality, honorifics, and ritualistic
language. Terms such as "infidels,"” "apostate regimes," and "Ummah under
siege” reinforce an Islamic moral cosmology, placing the West and
moderate Muslims in the role of ideological opponents.

Example:

"The only way to justice is through jihad against the West's puppets
and their apostate regimes.” Here, CDA shows how religious authority is
textually created, sanctioning violence via sacred referents and
interdiscursive quotation of scripture.

4.2. Framing Strategies and Ideological Cues

Extremist and resistance rhetoric tend to construct their messages in
three broad ways: victimhood, urgency, and moral dichotomization.
Victimhood and Historical Grievance

The BOCG use historical allusions to the Biafran War (1967-1970)
a great deal in order to construe present-day difficulties as extensions of
historical grievances. This is an example of strategic essentialism, which
unifies Igbo identity through common suffering.

Example:

"Since 1970, our people have been subjected to systemic economic
strangulation. Nigeria never stopped the war; it merely transformed its
means."

The temporally continuous representation offered here operates
ideologically, implying that rebellion is not extreme but rightfully warranted
historically.

Urgency and Apocalyptic Framing

Right-wing and jihadist literature tends to rely on apocalyptic and

eschatological imagery to create a sense of urgency:

e "The last battle is imminent."

e "Our civilization stands on the brink of extinction."”

Such language mobilizes what Wodak terms politics of fear, inducing the
audience towards radical action by casting problems as existential threats.
Moral Dichotomization

Ideological oppositions across all platforms are manufactured by
moral binarism: patriots and traitors, believers and heretics, freedom
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fighters and oppressors. This is consistent with Van Dijk's model where
ideologies are situated in mental models and reproduced in language.
4.3. Comparative Media Platform Analysis

Various platforms amplify or limit discourse in distinct manners,
influencing the linguistic tactics employed to transmit extremist ideologies.
Forums and Blogs (BOCG)

These sites enable long-form discourse and the incremental building

of ideological argumentation.
Entries frequently contain historical documents, extended narratives, and
elaborate refutations of Nigerian state activities. The asynchronous nature
of forums also facilitates reflective, occasionally academically structured,
resistance narratives. Social Media (Telegram, VKontakte, Facebook)

The urgency of social media fosters concision and affective
communication. There are more sloganlike posts here, and they depend on
going viral to popularize them:

"Protect our borders!"

""Sharia is the only way!"

Hashtags, emojis, and memes play a crucial role in condensing
ideological messages into bite-sized chunks. Lexicometric analysis (Muller
et al., 2022) found clusters of radical words common, like "traitor + purge,”
or "caliphate + restore."

Mainstream Media

Mainstream media portrayals of extremism vary considerably.
Presenting themselves as objective, they frequently utilize covert framing
elements (e.g., "terrorist attack” vs. "armed resistance™) with ideological
connotations. For instance, Skiba (2024) observed that left-wing extremism
was covered by highlighting structural explanations, while right-wing
violence was portrayed as personal pathology.

Example:
« Right-wing: "Lone wolf shooter with history of mental illness.”
e Islamist: "Terrorist linked to international jihadist networks."

This framing underlines public understandings that Islamic extremism
is globalized and organized, whereas right-wing extremism is exceptional
and home-grown, determining policy reactions as a result.

4.4. Interpretation in Light of Theoretical Frameworks

The results coincide well with CDA and sociolinguistic power,

identity, and ideology theories.

CDA: Power and Ideological Reproduction

Discourse is both mechanism and medium of power, according to Van Dijk
(2005). Discourse in the corpus is used to:

Legitimize violence (e.g., jihad as obligation from God)

Build legitimacy (e.g., BOCG as successors of Biafran nationhood)
Naturalize exclusion (e.g., immigrants as "invaders™ in right-wing discourse)
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Power is exercised not only by what is stated but what is not. Right-
wing boards almost never talk about colonialism or global inequality;
jihadist organizations leave out gender concerns or internal diversity;
BOCG hardly discuss non-lgbo minority conflicts.

Sociolinguistics: Language and Identity

Language is a main vehicle for building and negotiating identity. In
BOCG, language binds together a transnational Igbo diaspora, forming an
imagined nation (Anderson, 1983). For jihadist users, Arabic honorifics and
scriptural quotation are badges of true membership in the Ummabh. For right-
wing groups, common vocabulary (“cultural Marxism," "redpill™) produces
subcultural capital. Additionally, code-switching in BOCG from English
into Igho or Nigerian Pidgin carries the implication of solidarity and
ownership of culture, whereas in extremist Islamist sites, inserting Arabic
strings into English text acquires religious authority.

Intertextuality and Interdiscursivity

Throughout all texts, intertextual allusions to reinforce ideological
coherence. Jihadist texts quote Quranic passages; right-wing posts mention past
battles (Vienna 1683, for example); BOCG invoke colonial pacts and civil war
heritage. These aren't neutral—rather, they operate ideologically to:
Legitimize contemporary grievances
Call upon tradition or God's will
Affirm collective memory
4.5. Case Study: BOCG vs. Jihadist Telegram Channel
A brief comparison illustrates how similar discourse mechanisms are
adapted to different ideological goals.

Feature BOCG Forum Salafi Telegram Channel
Identity Ethnic-nationalist Religious-global (Ummah)
Construction | (Igbho)
Framing Historical Religious obligation, violent
grievance, peaceful | jihad
secession
Modality High in emotional | High in religious imperative,
appeal, low in direct | medium in emotional tone
incitement
Intertextuality | Biafran war | Quranic verses, hadiths
narratives, UN
charters
Target Diaspora + | Global Muslim youth
Audience domestic Igho

Despite ideological divergence, both use binary oppositions,
shared trauma, and emotive appeals to construct cohesive group identities
and legitimize their resistance narratives.
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One of the most striking contributions of this research is the
pervasive use of ingroup vs. outgroup framing in every variant of extremist
discourse. With BOCG, discursive approaches revolved around grievance
from the past and ethnic othering, portraying Biafrans as pacifist victims of
systemic persecution. In contrast, Salafi jihadist organizations used religious
imagery and textual material to portray their ideological fight as a duty
mandated by religion. To portray non-white or immigrant populations as
dangers to cultural identity, right-wing radicals used existential analogies,
nationalist catchphrases, and coded language.

These patterns are consistent with Van Dijk's (2005) ideological
square, which shows how discourse devices like assumption, implication,
and emphasis are used to highlight the benefits of "us" and the drawbacks of
"them.” In order to persuade audiences to adopt radical positions, this
dichotomous framing was reinforced by apocalyptic language, strategic
essentialism, and moral dichotomization.

The impact of platform affordances on conversation was a second
important discovery. While platforms like Telegram and VKontakte, used
by jihadist and far-right actors, encouraged brevity, repetition, and emotional
slogans, long-form forums like those used by BOCG allowed for prolonged
historical exposition and structured debate. Despite their claims to
objectivity, mainstream media discourse frequently used word choices and
headline construction to covertly support dominant ideological narratives
(e.g., "terrorist” vs. "gunman").

Additionally, the study emphasized the use of intertextuality as a
rhetorical device. To give their arguments credibility and moral weight, each
ideological group cited canonical books, such as political manifestos,
historical documents, or religious scripture. By portraying present events as
the inevitable result of centuries-old injustices or wars, this tactic created a
conceptual connection between historical and contemporary battles.

Interestingly, the study demonstrated that there is no clear distinction
between resistance and extremism. Despite being mostly non-violent, the
BOCG language employed many of the same linguistic strategies as more
overtly radical movements. This blurs the line between acceptable political
action and radical ideology, emphasizing the necessity of careful, situation-
specific analysis.

5.2 Implications for Media Practitioners and Policymakers

For media professionals and legislators interested in counter-extremism and
media regulation, the study's findings have several ramifications.

A. Framing and Responsible Reporting

Media workers need to be aware of the framing impact. Through word
choice, source, and visual patterns, even fact-based or neutral reporting has
the unintentional ability to reinforce harmful stereotypes or ideological
conceptions.
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For instance, repeated mention of Muslim actors as "terrorists” as
opposed to references to white radicals as "troubled men" creates
asymmetric constructions of violence and radicalism. Reporters must
approach stories on extremism through a critical gaze so that their choice of
vocabulary does not end up reinforcing biases or generating fears
inadvertently.

B. Improving Media Literacy

A practical suggestion is to introduce media literacy teaching in
school education and public outreach programs. Citizens need to learn to
recognize ideological framing, manipulation of emotions, and rhetorical
fallacies in media consumption. In the age of the internet and social media,
this is particularly important since online social media services enable
ideologically driven actors to circumvent classic gatekeeping effects and
disseminate unfiltered information directly to their users.

C. Algorithmic Regulation and Platform Accountability

On the basis of the study's conclusion on the role of digital affordances,
policymakers need to insist on increased transparency and accountability
from technology firms for content moderation and algorithmic curation.
Recommendation systems tend to amplify polarizing content as it has high
engagement value, hence inadvertently promoting radicalization. A
balanced strategy to safeguard freedom of expression while curbing the
dissemination of adverse ideology is necessary.
D. Supporting Counter-Narratives

Governments and civil society need to assist in the production of
counter-narratives that address extremist ideologies on their own discursive
ground. Instead of silencing or dismissing these voices, counter-narratives
have the ability to reveal contradictions, point to other points of view, and
offer non-violent avenues for political expression. Such efforts work best
when they are community-led and culturally salient.
5.3 Limitations of the Study

Although this research offers a detailed examination of language use
in resistance and extremist media, there are some limitations that need to be
noted.

First, the range of data had to be selective. Because of ethical and
practical limitations, the research was limited to publicly accessible content
and did not cover encrypted or private messages, where more extreme
statements may be shared. Incorporating such material would provide richer
insights but would necessitate alternative methodological and ethical
considerations.

Second, the analytical language was largely English, even as many
extremist movements are multilingual. While there were some
consideration of Igbo and Arabic phrases, a more linguistically mixed
analysis might have captured more meanings, particularly intra-group
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communication. Third, the research was conducted on textual material, to
the exclusion of visual and audiovisual media (e.g., propaganda videos,
memes, and images) that are also highly influential in ideological
persuasion. Multimodal discourse analysis might complement and expand
the findings reported here. Lastly, the research did not interact directly
with reception by the audience. Although the analysis demonstrated how
discourse shapes ideological messages, it did not test empirically how the
messages are interpreted, resisted, or internalized by the audience. This
leaves room for speculation regarding the real influence of extremist
discourse on behavior and belief construction.
5.4 Suggestions for Future Research

Building on the findings and limitations of this study, several
avenues for future research are recommended.
1. Multimodal and Visual Discourse Analysis

Future research would possibly take the CDA framework
forward to cover multimodal and visual discourse, particularly
considering the emergent trends involving memes, brief videos, and
graphic symbolism as modes of representation within online extreme
spaces. Doing so would more fully understand ideology as
communicated and internalized.
2. Audience Reception Studies

There is also a call for ethnographic and survey research that
investigates how various audiences interpret and react to resistance and
extremist discourse. This would establish whether some linguistic devices
prove to be more effective than others and why.
3. Comparative Studies Across Geographies

This research centered on Biafran, Salafi jihadist, and Western far-right

movements, but comparative ideological discourse in other geopolitical
settings could be researched further—e.g., Hindu nationalist movements in
India, Buddhist extremism in Myanmar, or Latin American leftist
insurgencies.
4. Platform-Specific Dynamics

As the particular affordances and cultures of each digital platform
differ, finer-grained studies of platform-specific norms of discourse and
how these contribute to shaping ideology are necessary. For instance, how
does discourse change differently across Reddit versus TikTok? Or on
encrypted chat applications versus public forums?
5. Counter-Narrative Development

Applied study of the design and effectiveness of counter-narratives
may be a key tool for reducing the impact of extremist speech. This might
take the form of collaboration between linguists, psychologists, technology
developers, and civil society stakeholders.
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Conclusion

Language is not just a means of communication—it is a site of
power, conflict, and identity construction. As this thesis has demonstrated,
extremist ideologies are not just professed but built and legitimized through
discourse. Through examining the linguistic structures which underpin such
narratives, we not only acquire analytical understanding but also the tools
to challenge and reconstruct them.

In a world over-saturated with media, knowing how language
functions no longer is an option but a necessity. As societies struggle with
polarization, radicalization, and information chaos, the function of media
language—both as weapon and shield—needs continuous scholarly and
practical consideration.

This thesis aimed to investigate how media language supports the
promotion or challenge of extremist ideologies and adopted a critical
discourse analytical (CDA) and sociolinguistic methodology. By analyzing
three samples of texts from Biafran online campaign groups (BOCG), Salafi
jihadist forums, mainstream right-wing extremist platforms, and
mainstream media coverage, the research has uncovered the central position
of language in building, legitimation, and spread of ideological worldviews.

Through a critical examination of linguistic characteristics, framing
practices, metaphors, and intertextual references on various digital
platforms, this study has demonstrated that media discourse does not merely
echo extremist ideologies but has an active role to play in how they are
perceived, disseminated, and countered. The final chapter herein
synthesizes the major findings, details practical recommendations for media
professionals and policymakers, considers the limitations of the study, and
offers directions for future research.
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